Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 016757 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:S/S-0 LFLEISCHER 
APPROVED BY:S/S-0:LFLEISCHER 

091186 202334Z/62 

O 202256Z JAN 78 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 016757 

NODIS 

FOR BRZENZISKI ONLY 

FOLLOWING REPEAT COPENHAGEN 0455 ACTION SECSTATE 20 JAN 

QUOTE: SECRET COPENHAGEN 0455 

NODIS 

EO 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: TSPA, NATO 

SUB J : RE-ENTRY OF SOVIET SATELLITE, COSMOS 954 
REF: STATE 13681 

1 . ON JANUARY 19 I CONVEYED SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL TO 

MFA PERMANENT UNDER SECRETARY EIGIL JORGENSEN. LATER THAT 
DAY HE INFORMED ME THAT PRIME MINISTER, FOREIGN MINISTER 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS MINISTER HAD BEEN APPRISED. 

2. THIS MORNING, JANUARY 20, JORGENSEN CALLED ME OVER TO 
SAY THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD LIKE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
OUR OFFER TO ASK QUESTIONS WHICH FOLLOW: 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 016757 


(A) IS THE ELECTRICITY IN COSMOS 954 DELIVERED FROM A 
PU-238 SOURCE OR FROM A FISSION DEVICE? 

(B) WHAT IS THE ESTIMATED OUTPUT IN KW AND KWH? 

(C) WHAT IS THE ESTIMATED TOTAL SIZE OF THE SATELLITE 
AND ITS NUCLEAR POWER SOURCE, AND WHAT WOULD BE THE 
ESTIMATED SIZE OF FRAGMENTS IMPACTING IN THE EVENT 
THAT THE POWER SOURCE DID NOT DISASSEMBLE AND BURN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UPON RE-ENTRY? CAN YOU GIVE ANY OTHER INFORMATION ON 
THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE POWER SOURCE OR FRAGMENTS 
OF IT? 

(D) CAN THE U.S. MONITOR WHETHER THE SATELLITE IS 
BURNED UPON RE-ENTRY? 

(E) IF NOT, HOW PRECISELY CAN THE LANDING TIME AND 
LANDING SITE BE PREDICTED? 

(F) FROM THE INFORMATION RECEIVED, WE ASSUME THAT THE 
SATELLITE IS NOT CARRYING A NUCLEAR WEAPON, BUT WOULD LIKE 
TO HAVE THIS ASSUMPTION CONFIRMED. 

3. IORGENSEN SAID THAT THE DANISH GOVERNMENT IS 
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN RECEIVING A REPLY TO 
QUESTIONS (C) AND (F). 

4. IN CONCLUSION, IORGENSEN ADDED THAT THE DANES ARE VERY 
SENSITIVE TO THESE KINDS OF ACCIDENTS SINCE SOMETHING 
LIKE IT OCCURED IN THE LATE 60S IN GREENLAND. 

5. WE WOULD APPRECIATE NIACT IMMEDIATE REPLY SO THAT 
INFORMATION CAN BE DELIVERED OVER WEEKEND. 

DEAN 

UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MONITORING, SATELLITES, CAT-B, SPACE PROGRAMS, SPACE EXPLORATION, COSMOS 954 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 jan 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE016757 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: O LFLEISCHER 
Enclosure: FOR BRZEZINSKI ONLY 
Executive Order: X3 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: N780001-0657 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 2 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 38/aaaabgab. tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 210ec7e1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NODS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: NODIS, ONLY 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: NODIS, ONLY 
Reference: 78 STATE 13681 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3736751 
Secure: LOCK1 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RE-ENTRY OF SOVIET SATELLITE, COSMOS 954 
TAGS: TSPA, DA, NATO 
To: WHITE HOUSE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/21 0ec7e1 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



